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SUBJECT: Attached d ra f t  (March 31, 1967) ,  C o n stitu tio n  of th e  Minnesota 
S ta te  H osp itals fo r  th e  M entally I ll an d  M e n ta lly  R e ta rd e d

th e  M entally I l l   M e n t a l l y  R e t a r d e d  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  r e v i s i o n  
of th e  C o n stitu tio n  since th e  o r ig in a l  document was promulgated in  1961.

This C o n stitu tio n  ap p lies  to  th e  in s t i tu t io n s  enumerated in  A rtic le  I ,  
th a t  i s ,  those  f a c i l i t i e s  under the  d ire c t  superv ision  of th e  Medical 
S erv ices D iv ision  of th e  Department of Public W elfare th a t  are defined 
le g a l ly  as H o sp ita ls . T herefore , i t  does not apply to  th e  Minnesota 
R e s id e n tia l Treatment C enter, th e  Owatonna S ta te  School, or the  Shakopee 
Home fo r  C hildren.

The C o n stitu tio n  i s  prepared fo r  purposes of sp e llin g  out th e  re la tio n sh ip s  
among th e  Governing Body, th e  Medical S ta f f ,  and th e  A dm inistration o f th e  
h o s p ita ls  as the  s ta te - le v e l  equ ivalen t of in d iv id u a l h o sp ita l  by-law s, 
and i s  in tended to  provide a supporting document fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l h o sp ita ls 
toward th e  requirem ents of A ccred ita tion  by th e  Jo in t Commission on A ccredita- 
t io n  of H o sp ita ls .

I f  necessary  or fe a s ib le  we can reconvene th e  C o n stitu tio n  Committee to  
review th i s  m a te ria l p r io r  to  submission fo r  r a t i f i c a t io n  to  th e  Mental 
Health M edical Policy  Committee and th e  Commissioner.

This C o n stitu tio n  w i l l  even tua lly  appear in  a su ita b le  po rtio n  of th e
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I f  you have any comments about t h i s  m a te r ia l, I  would ap p rec ia te  them as 
soon as p o ss ib le , bu t p re fe ra b ly  not l a t e r  than  A p ril 28, 1967.
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D raft ~  3-31-67

CONSTITUTION

THE MINNESOTA STATE HOSPITALS FOR THE MENTALLY ILL AND MENTALLY RETARDED

ARTICLE I .  DEFINITION

The Minnesota S ta te  H o sp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I l l  and M entally Retarded 

are  e s ta b lish e d  under th e  laws of th e  S ta te  of Minnesota fo r  th e  purpose of 

p rovid ing  care and trea tm en t of th e  m entally  i l l  and th e  m entally  re ta rd ed .

Laws governing th e  op era tio n  of th ese  h o sp ita ls  are se t fo r th  

p r in c ip a lly  in  Minnesota S ta tu te s  1965, Chapters 246, 250, 251, 253, 254 

and 256. C ita tio n s  h e re in  are from Minnesota S ta tu te s  1965.

The Minnesota S ta te  H o sp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I l l  and M entally Retarded 

are operated under th e  ju r is d ic t io n  of th e  Commissioner of Public Welfare 

in  th e  D ivision of Medical S erv ices of the  Department of Public Welfare 

of the  S ta te  of Minnesota. They are :

The Anoka S ta te  H osp ita l in  Anoka

The B rainerd S ta te  H osp ital in  Brainerd

The Cambridge S ta te  H osp ital in  Cambridge

The F a rib a u lt S ta te  H osp ital in  F a rib a u lt

The Fergus F a l ls  S ta te  H ospita l in  Fergus F a lls

The Hastings S ta te  H osp ita l in  H astings

The Minnesota S ecu rity  H ospital in  S t .  P eter

The Moose Lake S ta te  H ospital in  Moose Lake

The Rochester S ta te  H osp ital in  Rochester

The S t. P e ter S ta te  H osp ital in  S t .  P eter

The Willmar S ta te  H ospital in  Willmar



ARTICLE I I .  GOALS

S ection  1. General

The main goal o f th e  Minnesota S ta te  H osp ita ls  f o r  th e  M entally I l l  

and M entally Retarded i s  to  co n trib u te  to  th e  reduction  of th e  problem of 

major m ental d iso rd e r in  M innesota, p r in c ip a lly  by serv ing  as a resource to  

th e  community in  providing fo r  th e  tre a tm e n t, ca re , co n tro l o r superv ision  

of persons w ith e x is tin g  or p o te n tia l  le g a l ly  defined m ental problems. 

S ubsid iary  and re la te d  goals are ( l )  To provide a resource to  th e  community 

fo r  th e  care and trea tm en t of persons with c u l tu ra lly  and in d iv id u a lly  defined 

m ental problems, where i t  i s  deemed th a t  e x is tin g  community resources are

in s u f f ic ie n t ;  (2) To p a r t ic ip a te  in  and co n trib u te  to  th e  development of

community resources fo r  th e  p reven tion , c o n tro l, and trea tm en t of mental 

problems; and (3) To p a r t ic ip a te  in  and co n trib u te  to  th e  m odification  of 

so c ia l in s t i tu t io n s  in  th e  community toward th e  p reven tion , c o n tro l, and 

trea tm en t of m ental problems.

Section  2. H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I l l

The Anoka, H astings, Fergus F a l ls ,  Moose Lake, R ochester, S t .  P e ter 

and Willmar S ta te  H osp ita ls  provide care and trea tm en t fo r  th e  m entally  i l l .

C erta in  h o sp ita ls  have sp e c ific  a d d itio n a l r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  as se t fo r th  

in  law or p o licy  as fo llow s:

The Moose Lake S ta te  H osp ita l and th e  Willmar S ta te  H ospital 

fo r  th e  treatm ent of alcoholism .
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The Minnesota S ecu rity  H osp ita l" f or th e  purpose of holding in

custody and caring  fo r  such insane persons, i d io t s ,  im beciles, 

and e p i le p t ic s  as may be committed th e re to  by co u rts  of 

c rim in a l ju r i s d ic t io n ,  or o therw ise , o r tra n s fe r re d  th e re to  

by co u rts  of c rim in a l ju r is d ic t io n ,  o r o therw ise, o r tr a n s fe r re d  

th e re to  by th e  commissioner of p u b lic  w elfare , and fo r  such 

persons as may be declared, insane w hile confined in  any penal 

 i n s t i tu t io n ,  o r who may be found to  be m entally  in firm  and

dangerous. ( 2 5 3 . 2 0 )

The Anoka and Rochester S ta te  H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  sp e c ia lise d  m edical

and su rg ic a l trea tm en t of co n d itio n s  which cannot be managed 

in  o th e r s ta te  h o s p ita ls  f o r  th e  m entally  i l l  and re ta rd e d .

S ection  3. H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally Retarded

The B rainerd S ta te  H o sp ita l, th e  Cambridge S ta te  H o sp ita l, and th e  

F a r ib a u lt S ta te  H osp ital provide care and treatm ent fo r  th e  m entally  

re ta rd ed  of a l l  ages.

S ec tion  4 . The Measure o f S erv ices

The Commissioner of Public W elfare i s  charged w ith th e  re s p o n s ib il i ty  

o f provid ing  "u n ified  and continuous development" ( 246.01) of th e  M innesota 

S ta te  H o sp ita ls . He i s  fu r th e r  charged w ith th e  sp e c ific  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f 

b ring ing  ’’th e  care and trea tm en t of th e  m entally  i l l  as speed ily  as 

p o ss ib le " ( 246.OI3 ) to  th e  fo llow ing "measure of serv ice  . . . e s ta b lish e d  

and p rescrib ed  as th e  goal o f th e  S ta te  o f Minnesota in  i t s  care and trea tm en t 

of th e  m entally  i l l  people of th e  s ta te : "  (246.012)

- 3-



( l )  There s h a l l  be served i n  s ta te  h o s p ita ls  a sing le  standard  of 

food fo r  p a t ie n ts  and employees a l ik e ,  which i s  n u tr i t io u s  and 

p a la ta b le  to g e th e r  w i th  s p e c ia l  d i e t s  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  th e   

m edical s ta f f  th e re o f . There s h a l l  be a ch ie f  d i e t i t i a n  in  th e  

departm ent of p u b lic  w elfare and a t le a s t  one d i e t i t i a n  a t  each 

s ta te  h o s p ita l .  There s h a ll  be adequate s ta f f  and equipment

f o r  p rocessing  p rep a ra tio n , d is t r ib u t io n  and serving of foods.
0

“(;2) There s h a ll  be a s ta f f  of persons, p ro fe ss io n a l and la y ,

 s u f f ic ie n t  in  number, tra in e d  in  th e  d iag n o sis , care and

 trea tm en t of th e  m entally  i l l ,  p h y s ica l i l ln e s s ,  and includ ing

re l ig io u s  and s p i r i tu a l  counsel through q u a lif ie d  chap lains (who 

s h a l l  be in  th e  u n c la s s if ie d  se rv ice) adequate to  tak e  advantage 

of and put in to  p ra c tic e  modern methods of p sy ch ia try , medicine 

and re la te d  f ie ld s .

"(3) There s h a ll  be a s ta f f  and f a c i l i t i e s  to  provide occupational and 

re c re a tio n a l  th e rap y , en tertainm ent and o th e r c re a tiv e  a c t iv i t i e s  

as are co n s is ten t w ith modern methods of trea tm en t and w ell-being .

"(4) There s h a ll  be in  each s ta te  h o s p ita l  fo r  th e  care and treatm en t 

of th e  m entally  i l l  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  th e  segregation  and trea tm en t 

of p a t ie n ts  who have communicable d ise a se .

"(5) The commissioner o f public  w elfare s h a ll  provide modern  and  

adequate p sy c h ia tr ic  so c ia l case work se rv ice .
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" (6) The commissioner of p u b lic  w elfare s h a ll  make every e f fo r t  to

improve th e  accommodations fo r  p a t ie n ts  so th a t  th e  same s h a ll  be 

com fortable and a t t r a c t iv e  with adequate fu rn ish in g s , c lo th in g , 

and su p p lie s . 

(7) The commissioner of pub lic  w elfare s h a l l  e s ta b lis h  tr a in in g  

programs fo r  th e  t r a in in g  of personnel and may req u ire  th e  

p a r t ic ip a tio n  of personnel in  such programs. W ithin th e  

 l im i ts  of th e  ap p ro p ria tio n s  a v a ila b le  he may e s ta b lis h

 p ro fe ss io n a l t r a in in g  programs in  th e  forms o f educational 

s tip en d s fo r  p o s itio n s  fo r  which th e re  i s  a s c a rc ity  of 

 a p p lic a n ts .

*'(8) There s h a ll  be a separate  h o s p ita l  fo r  th e  d iag n o sis , care

and trea tm en t of th e  m entally  i l l  who have tu b e rc u lo s is  which 

s h a l l  conform to  th e  standards e s ta b lish ed  fo r  th e  d iag n o sis , 

care and trea tm en t of ph y sica l d ise a se . Pending co n stru c tio n  o f 

such separate  h o s p ita l ,  one of th e  p resen t s ta te  h o s p ita ls ,  or 

so much th e re o f  as may be necessary , s h a ll  be se t ap a rt fo r  the  

d iag n o sis , care and treatm en t of th e  m entally  i l l  who have 

tu b e rc u lo s is  and s h a l l  be s ta ffe d  and equipped to  meet th e  

accepted requirem ents of modern medicine fo r  th e  care  and 

trea tm en t o f persons a f f l ic te d  w ith tu b e rc u lo s is .

"(9) The standards h e re in  e s ta b lish ed  s h a l l  be adapted and applied  to  

th e  d iag n o sis , care and trea tm en t of se n ile  persons, in e b r ia te  

persons, m entally  d e f ic ie n t  persons and e p ile p t ic  persons, who
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come w ith in  th o se  term s as defined in  M innesota S ta tu te s  1945, 

S ection  525.749, S ubdiv isions 4 , ,5 , 6  a n d  7 , re s p e c t iv e ly , a s  

amended by Laws 1947, Chapter 622, and o f persons who are 

psychopathic p e r s o n a l i t ie s  w i th in  th e  d e f in i t io n  th e re o f  in  

Minnesota S ta tu te s  1945, S ection  526.09.

"(10) The commissioner of pub lic  w elfare s h a l l  e s ta b lis h  a program

of d e te c tio n , d iag n o sis  and treatm ent of m entally  o r nervously 

i l l  persons and persons described  in  paragraph (9 ) , a n d  w ith in  

th e  l im its  of ap p ro p ria tio n s  may e s ta b lis h  c l in ic s  and s ta f f  

th e  same w ith persons sp e c ia lly  tra in e d  in  p sy ch ia try  and 

r e la te d  f ie ld s .

(11) The d ire c to r  o f c i v i l  serv ice  and th e  c i v i l  se rv ice  commission 

may re c la s s i fy  employees o f th e  m ental in s t i tu t io n s  from tim e 

to  tim e, and assig n  c la s s if ic a t io n s  to  such sa la ry  b rack e ts  

as w ill  adequate ly  com pensate  personnel and  reasonab ly  assu re   

a c o n tin u ity  o f adequate s ta f f .

*'(12) In  ad d itio n  to  th e  chaplaincy se rv ices  provided in  sec tio n  

246.014, subd iv is ion  2, th e  commissioner o f p u b lic  w elfare 

s h a ll  open sa id  in s t i tu t io n s  to  m in is te rs  of th e  Gospel to  th e  end 

th a t  r e l ig io u s  and s p i r i tu a l  counsel and se rv ic e s  are  made 

a v a ila b le  to  th e  p a t ie n ts  th e re in , and s h a l l  cooperate w ith 

a l l  m in is te rs  o f th e  Gospel in  making sa id  p a t ie n ts  av a ilab le
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fo r  r e l ig io u s  and s p i r i tu a l  counsel, and s h a ll  provide such 

m in is te rs  o f th e  Gospel w ith meals and accommodations.

*'(13) W ithin th e  l im its  o f th e  ap p ro p ria tio n s  th e re fo r ,  th e

commissioner o f p u b lic  w elfare s h a ll  e s ta b lis h  and provide 

f a c i l i t i e s  and equipment fo r  research  and study in  th e  f ie ld  

o f modern h o sp ita l management, th e  causes of mental and r e la te d  

i l l n e s s  and th e  tre a tm e n t, d iagnosis and care o f th e  m entally  

i l l  and funds provided th e re fo r  may be used to  make av a ila b le  

se rv ic e s , a b i l i t i e s  and advice o f le ad e rs  in  th ese  and re la te d  

f i e ld ,  and may provide them w ith  meals and accommodations and 

compensate them fo r  tra v e l in g  expenses and s e rv ic e s ."  ( 246. 012)

S ection  7. Records and S t a t i s t i c s

"The commissioner of pub lic  w elfare  s h a l l  cause to  be devised , 

in s ta l le d  and operated  an adequate system of reco rds and s t a t i s t i c s  which 

s h a l l  co n s is t of a l l  b a s ic  record  forms includ ing  p a tie n t personnel records 

and m edical record  forms and th e  manner of t h e i r  use s h a ll  be p re c ise ly  

uniform  throughout a l l  h o s p ita ls  fo r  th e  m entally  i l l . "  (246.017, S ubdivision  

1)

ARTICLE I I I .  GOVERNING BODY

S ection  1 . D efin itio n

The Governing Body of th e  Minnesota S ta te  H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally 

111 and M entally Retarded s h a ll  be defined  f o r  th e se  purposes as c o n s is tin g

- 7-



o f th e  follow ing o f f ic e r s :

The Commissioner of P ub lic  W elfare, as Chairman

The A ssis tan t Commissioner of Public W elfare, as Vice-Chairman

The D irec to r o f th e  D iv ision  of Medical S erv ices (Medical D irec to r) 
as S ecre ta ry

The Chairman of th e  M ental Health Medical P o licy  Committee, e x -o ff ic io

The Governing Body s h a l l  meet a t reg u la r in te rv a ls  fo r  th e  purpose of 

e f fe c tin g  i t s  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  under law. In  any d isp u te  of a u th o rity  th e  

commissioner s h a ll  be construed  to  have ’’exclusive  power o f ad m in istra tio n  

and management" (246.01) of th e  Minnesota S ta te  H o sp ita ls .

The Governing Body s h a l l  m aintain and work w ith c e r ta in  committees. I t  

s h a l l  appoint ch ie f  execu tive o f f ic e r s  in  th e  manner h e re in a f te r  d escrib ed .

I t  s h a l l  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  process of appointment of c h ie fs  o f m edical s ta f f  

and o th e r members of th e  m edical s ta f f  in  th e  manner h e re in a f te r  d escribed .

S ection  2. S e le c tio n  o f O ffice rs  of th e  Governing Body

The Commissioner of P ub lic  Welfare i s  appointed by th e  Governor of th e  

S ta te  of M innesota, w ith th e  advice and consent of th e  sen a te , fo r  a s ix -  

y ear term . He " sh a ll  be se le c te d  on th e  b a s is  of a b i l i ty  and experience in  

w elfare  and w ithout regard  to  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l ia t io n s .* ' (245.03)

The A ssis ta n t Commissioner i s  appointed by th e  Commissioner.

The Medical D irec to r i s  appointed by th e  Commissioner upon th e  advice 

o f th e  Mental Health M edical P o licy  Committee.
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The Chairman of th e  Mental H ealth M edical Policy Committee i s  appointed 

in  th e  manner h e re in a f te r  d escribed . He i s  th e  p sy c h ia tr is t  member of sa id  

Committee.

ARTICLE IV. COMMITTEES

S ection  1. Mental Health Medical Policy  Committee

This i s  re fe r re d  to  in  law as th e  "Medical Policy D irec tio n a l Committee 

on Mental H ealth ."

“The commissioner of pub lic  w elfare s h a ll  crea te  and e s ta b lis h  a m edical 

p o licy  d ire c t io n a l  committee on m ental h e a lth  composed of f iv e  members who 

are ex p erts  in  th e i r  various f ie ld s  of medicine or re la te d  sc iences. Not 

more than  one member s h a ll  be se lec ted  from any one f ie ld  of medicine or 

re la te d  sciences which s h a ll  include th e  f ie ld  of p sy ch ia try , neurology, 

physiology, b iochem istry , in te rn a l  m edicine, p e d ia tr ic s ,  pharmacology, and 

psychology.

"One member s h a ll  be appointed whose term  s h a ll  expire Ju ly  1, 1954, 

and h is  successors th e r e a f te r  s h a ll  be appointed fo r  a period  of th re e  y ea rs ; 

two members s h a ll  be appointed whose term s expire on Ju ly  1, 1955, and th e i r  

successors s h a ll  be appointed fo r  a term  of th re e  y ea rs , two members s h a ll  be 

appointed whose terms s h a ll  expire on Ju ly  1, 1956, and t h e i r  successors 

th e r e a f te r  s h a ll  be appointed fo r  a term  of th re e  y ears .

"The committee w il l  meet a t le a s t  s ix  tim es each year a t such tim es and 

in  such p laces as the  commissioner of pub lic  w elfare may determ ine. He may
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c a l l  such a d d itio n a l m eetings from tim e to  tim e as he may deem necessary  not 

exceeding a maximum of 50 m eetings in  any one y ea r. Each member s h a ll  

rece iv e  th e  sum of $50 p e r day fo r  tim e a c tu a lly  spent in  tra n sa c tin g  

th e  b u sin ess  of th e  board and s h a ll  be reimbursed fo r  expenses a c tu a lly  

in cu rred  in  th e  performance of t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  du ties '.

"T h e  C o m m ittee  sh a ll ad v ise  th e  co m m iss io n er o f p u b lic  w e lfa re  a s  to  

a l l  phases of p ro fe ss io n a l standards includ ing  p a tie n t ca re , t r a in in g  o f 

personnel, estab lishm ent of trea tm en t programs, ob ta in ing  adequate s t a f f ,  

estab lishm ent of m edical and s t a t i s t i c a l  records and opera tion  of p ra c tic e s  

in  o rder th a t  th ey  be com patible w ith p ro fe ss io n a l requirem ents. The 

committee s h a l l  advise th e  commissioner of pub lic  w elfare in  approval and 

guidance of research  p ro je c ts  and d is t r ib u t io n  of research  funds. They 

s h a l l  a s s i s t  him in  e s ta b lish in g  and m ain tain ing  th e  b e s t p o ss ib le  p ra c tic e s  

in  a l l  m ental in s t i tu t io n s .

"The commissioner o f p u b lic  w elfare s h a ll  appoint a lic en se d  physic ian  

to  serve as m edical d i re c to r  to  a s s i s t  him in  e s ta b lish in g  and m aintaining 

th e  m edical p o lic ie s  form ulated by th e  committee and o th e r m edical p o lic ie s  

o f th e  department of p u b lic  w elfa re . Such physic ians s h a ll  have the  r ig h ts  

and q u a lif ic a tio n s  and serve upon th e  cond itions p resc rib ed  by sec tio n  246.02 

fo r  appointment o f c e r ta in  o f f ic e r s "  ( 246.017, S ubdiv ision  2 ).

S ec tion  2 . Other Committees

1 . Executive Committee. The Governing Body s h a ll  c o n s ti tu te  th e  

Executive Committee.
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2. Jo in t Conference Committee. The Governing Body s h a ll  meet a t 

in te rv a ls  and not le s s  th an  fo u r tim es a year w ith th e  ch ie f  executive o f f ic e r s  

and m edical d ire c to rs  of th e  Minnesota S ta te  H o sp ita ls  f o r  th e  M entally I l l  

and M entally  Retarded fo r  th e  purpose of d iscu ssin g  problems of mutual 

in te r e s t  and concern w ith a view to  developing optim al development and 

co o rd ina tion  of programs and th e  achievement of th e  o b jec tiv es  here in

s ta te d .

Said  m eetings s h a l l  be he ld  in d iv id u a lly  w ith th e  sev era l h o sp ita ls  and

do n o t|in c lu d e  o th er jo in t  o r group conferences th a t  may be held  from tim e

to  tim e.

3 . Business Management. M atters p e rta in in g  to  ad m in is tra tiv e  procedures, 

b u sin ess  management, f i s c a l  c o n tro l, b u ild in g  and maintenance and d ie te t ic s ,

as th ey  concern th e  M innesota S ta te  H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I l l  a n d  

M entally Retarded s h a ll  be d e a lt  w ith p r im arily  as i s  fe a s ib le  in  th e  

D iv ision  of Medical S e rv ices , bu t otherw ise are de legated  by th e  Commissioner 

to  o f f i c i a l s  in  th e  D iv ision  of A dm inistrative S erv ices  of th e  Department of 

Public W elfare. Such op era tio n s  s h a ll  be governed by th e  laws of th e  S ta te  

o f M innesota. Said  o f f i c i a l s  s h a ll  in  ad d itio n  meet a t  in te rv a ls  with 

ad m in istra tiv e  o f f ic e r s  o f th e  Minnesota S ta te  H o sp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally

Ill  and  M en ta lly  R etarded .

4- Personnel Management. M atters p e rta in in g  to  personnel management as 

they  concern th e  Minnesota S ta te  H osp itals fo r  th e  M entally I ll a n d  M e n ta lly
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Retarded s h a ll  be d e a l t  w ith p rim arily  as i s  fe a s ib le  in  th e  D ivision  of 

M edical S erv ices, but otherw ise are delegated  by th e  Commissioner of Public 

W elfare to  th e  Personnel O ffice of th e  Department of Public W elfare. Such 

o p era tions s h a ll  be governed by th e  la w s  

o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M i n n e s o t a .Other Committees. There s h a ll  be in  th e  Department of Public 

W elfare, a Medical Records and A ccred ita tio n  Committee, a Chaplaincy 

Committee, a Community Mental Health Advisory Committee, a Daytime A c tiv ity  

Care Advisory Committee, a Humane P ra c tic e s  Committee, an In fe c tio u s  D isease 

C ontrol Committee, a S tipend  Committee, and such other committees and conferences  

 as th e  Governing Body may from tim e to  tim e cause to  be e s ta b lish e d  

in  th e  in te r e s t  of in c reasin g  th e  e ffe c tiv e n e ss  of programs of th e  Minnesota

S ta te H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I ll an d  M en ta lly  R e ta rd e d .

Section  3. Minutes of Meetings

The proceedings of m eetings of a l l  committees of th e  Governing Body 

s h a l l  be recorded in  w ritte n  m inutes and preserved a t th e  C en tra l O ffice of 

th e  Department of Public W elfare in  S t .  Paul.

ARTICLE V. HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION

Section  1. Executive O ffice rs

"The commissioner of p u b lic  w elfare s h a ll  appoint a ch ie f executive 

o f f ic e r  fo r  each in s t i tu t io n  under h is  exclusive co n tro l and may remove him 

fo r  misconduct, incompetency, o r neg lec t of o f f i c i a l  du ty . No such removal 

s h a ll  be made except upon w ritte n  charges and opportunity  to  be heard . Every 

such .executive o f f ic e r  s h a ll  have th e  q u a lif ic a tio n s  and perform th e  d u tie s
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now or h e re a f te r  requ ired  by law, o r by ru le s  p rescrib ed  by th e  commissioner 

of pub lic  w e lfa re . He may appoint an a c tin g  ch ie f  ex ecu tiv e  o f f ic e r  during 

such in te rim  p e rio d  as i s  necessary  to  s e le c t  and appoint a ch ie f executive 

o f f ic e r "  (246.02)

Such appointment o r removal of ch ie f executive o f f ic e r s  of th e  Minnesota 

S ta te  H osp ita ls  s h a l l  in  accordance with l a w (246.02, subd. 2) be done upon 

th e  advice of th e  M ental H ealth Medical P o licy  Committee.

The ch ie f  execu tive o f f ic e r  i s  th e  o f f i c i a l  re p re se n ta tiv e  of th e

Governing Body. He i s  resp o n sib le  fo r  th e  conduct of th e  h o s p ita l,  and

prov ides  lia iso n  a m o n g  th e  g o v e rn in g  b o d y , th e  m e d ic a l s ta ff , th e  n u rs in g

s ta f f ,  and o th e r departm ents of th e  h o s p ita l .  I f  a physic ian , he may act

a lso  as ch ie f  of th e  m edical s ta f f .

Section  2. Chief of th e  Medical S ta ff

The Commissioner of Public W elfare, upon th e  advice o f th e  Mental Health 

Medical P o licy  Committee, may a lso  d i r e c t ly  appoint "a licen sed  docto r of 

medicine as ch ie f  of th e  m edical s ta f f  and he s h a l l  be in  charge of a l l  

m edical ca re , tre a tm e n t, r e h a b i l i ta t io n ,  and research .* ' (246.0251)

S ection  3. L im ita tio n

"No person s h a ll  ac t as a superin tendent o r ad m in is tra tiv e  head of a 

h o s p ita l o r sanatorium  licen sed  under Minnesota S ta tu te s  . . . w ithout f i r s t  

r e g is te r in g  w ith th e  s ta te  board of h ea lth  in  th e  m anner hereinafter provided." 

(144.59) "No person s h a ll  be granted any such r e g is t r a t io n  un less  person be 

a t le a s t  21 y ears  o f age, of good moral c h a ra c te r  and has had a t le a s t  two



y e a r s 1 experience in  an ad m in is tra tiv e  p o s itio n  in  such an in s t i tu t io n  in  

th i s  S ta te , or one of equal standing  in  another s ta te ,  or has su ccessfu lly  

completed one year of form al t r a in in g  in  an approved course in  h o s p ita l 

a d m in istra tio n , to g e th e r  w ith a one year in te rn sh ip  th e r e in "  ( 144. 60) .

Section  4 . R e la tio n sh ip  between Chief Executive O ffice r and Chief 
of th e  M edical S ta ff_______________________  ______ ___

The re la t io n s h ip  between th e  ch ie f executive o f f ic e r  and th e  c h ie f  of

th e  m edical s ta f f  i s  sp e lled  out in  Mental Health Rule Number Four, adopted

by th e  Commissioner o f P ub lic  W elfare on December 11, 1963. This Rule

reads as fo llow s:

In  accordance w ith M.S. 246.02, Subd. 1, which req u ire s  th e  
Commissioner of P ublic  W elfare to  p re sc rib e  th e  d u tie s  o f a ch ie f  
executive o f f ic e r  of th e  in s t i tu t io n s  enumerated in  M.S. 246.02,
Subd. 2, i t  i s  hereby provided th a t  th e  d ire c to r  o f ad m in is tra tiv e  
se rv ices  (H osp ita l A dm inistrator) s h a ll  be responsib le  fo r  the  
operation  of th e  h o s p ita l  in  accordance w ith th e  trea tm en t program 
es ta b lish ed  by th e  D ire c to r  of Medical S erv ices of th e  h o s p ita l  
( th e  ch ie f of th e  m edical s ta f f  as described  in  M.S. 246.0251).
Said  D irec to r of M edical S erv ices s h a ll  define  and have th e  au th o rity  
to  implement what i s  a m edical re s p o n s ib il i ty  in  f u l l  reco g n itio n  of 
h is  f in a l  a c co u n ta b ility  to  th e  commissioner.

ARTICLE VI. MEDICAL STAFF 

Section  1. Requirements

Members of th e  M edical S ta f f  s h a ll  be licen se d  by th e  S ta te  of 

Minnesota in  accord an ce  w ith  C h ap te r 1 4 7  o f M in n eso ta  S ta tu tes  1 9 6 5 , fo r 

th e  p ra c tic e  of m edicine.

Physicians holding th e  "Temporary C e r t if ic a te  fo r  Graduate Training*' 

issued  by and w ith the  f u l l  approval of th e  Minnesota S ta te  Board of Medical
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Examiners, in  accordance w ith Section  147.16 of Minnesota S ta tu te s  1965, may 

be appointed to  th e  Medical S ta f f  provided th a t  they  hold a lso  f u l l  

C e r t if ic a tio n  by th e  E ducational Council on Foreign Medical G raduates.

S ection  2. Method of Appointment

Appointments to  th e  m edical s ta f f ,  exclusive  of th e  appointment of the  

m edical superin tendent o r th e  ch ief of th e  m edical s ta f f ,  which are made by 

th e  Commissioner in  th e  manner described  h e re in , s h a ll  be made, with th e  

approval of th e  Governing Body, by th e  ch ie f  of th e  medical s t a f f ,  the  

m edical superin tendent o r th e  m edical s ta f f  of each h o sp ita l  in  accordance 

with th e  by-laws of sa id  in d iv id u a l h o s p ita l .

S ection  3. Basic S ta f f  C ategories

Appointments s h a ll  be made of fo u r b a s ic  ca teg o rie s , to g e th e r  with 

such o th e r ca teg o rie s  as th e  in d iv id u a l h o s p ita l by-laws may designate :

1. Active s ta f f

2. C onsu lta tive  s ta f f

3. Honorary s ta f f

4 . Dual appointm ents.

Section  4 . D esignation of S ta f f  C ategories

4 .1  Active s ta f f

Physicians appointed to  th e  m edical s ta f f  in  th e  c la s s i f ie d  serv ice of 

th e  s ta te ,  whether fu ll- t im e  or p a rt- tim e , s h a ll  be designated as members of 

•the ac tiv e  m edical s ta f f .  In  add itio n  to  th e  procedures of th e  in d iv id u a l hospi

t a l  and th e  Governing Body p e rta in in g  to  medical- s ta f f  appointm ents, they  s h a ll  

be appointed in  accordance with th e  laws, ru le s ,  and reg u la tio n s  governing
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employment under th e  C iv il  S erv ice  of th e  S ta te  of Minnesota and s h a l l  be 

su b jec t to  th e  o b lig a tio n s  and r ig h ts  th ereu n to  p e rta in in g .

4 .2   H o n o ra ry  S ta ff

Physicians from th e  U n iv ersity  of M innesota, th e  Mayo C lin ic , community 

m ental h ea lth  c e n te rs , and o th e r agencies, o r physic ians em eritus who have 

r e t i r e d  from ac tiv e  se rv ice  o r physic ians who may so choose to  serve as f r ie n d s  

of th e  h o s p ita l ,  may upon th e  approval of th e  Governing Body be appointed to  

th e  honorary s t a f f ,  to  serve w ith o r w ithout pay. Physicians on th e  honorary 

s ta f f  may a lso  hold appointm ents on th e  a c tiv e  m edical s t a f f  depending upon 

( l )  t h e i r  attendance a t re g u la r  m eetings o f th e  m edical s t a f f ,  and (2) t h e i r  

p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  working committees of t h e '  m ed ica l s ta ff.

4 .3  C onsu ltative s t a f f

Physicians serving th e  h o s p ita l  in  a c o n su lta tiv e  capacity  s h a l l  be 

appointed to  th e  c o n su lta tiv e  s t a f f .

4 .4  Dual Appointments

Physicians on th e  c o n su lta tiv e  s ta f f  may a lso  hold appointments on th e  

a c tiv e  m edical s ta f f  and, depending upon ( l )  t h e i r  attendance a t re g u la r  

m eetings o f th e  m edical s t a f f ,  and (2) t h e i r  p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  working 

committees of th e  m edical s t a f f .

4 .5  Chief of th e  M edical S ta f f ,  C ontractual

A physician  appointed c o n tra c tu a lly  on a p a rt-tim e  b a s is  in  th e  manner 

p e r ta in in g  to  physicians on th e  c o n su lta tiv e  s t a f f ,  may, upon the
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recommendation of th e  Governing Body serve as ch ie f of th e  m edical s ta f f  

w ith th e  f u l l  o b lig a tio n s  and r ig h ts  th ereu n to  p e r ta in in g . Said physician  

s h a ll  be ipso  fa c to  a member of th e  ac tiv e  m edical s ta f f .

*

Sectio n  5. Terms of Appointment

Physicians appointed as medical superin tendent s h a ll  be appointed fo r  

an in d e f in ite  period  sub jec t to  discharge p ro v is io n s  of Section 246.02 of 

Minnesota S ta tu te s , 1965. Physicians appointed in  th e  S ta te  C iv il S erv ice, 

follow ing th e  te rm in a tio n  of th e i r  p robationary  p eriod , the d u ra tio n  of 

which i s  in  accordance with th e  ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  of the  Department of 

C iv il S erv ice , s h a ll  have in d e f in i te  tenu re  in  t h e i r  appointment during 

s a tis fa c to ry  performance 2nd good behavior in  accordance w ith th e  ru le s  

and reg u la tio n s  of th e  Department of C iv il S erv ice . Physicians serving the  

h o sp ita l under c o n tra c tu a l arrangements in  whatever category of s ta f f  th e i r  

appointment i s  h e ld , s h a ll  be considered as holding annual appointm ents.

Section  6. E ffec tiv e  Date

Physicians holding p o s itio n s  o n  th e  a c tiv e  o r  c o n su lta tiv e  m e d ic a l 

s ta f f ,  or bo th , or on th e  honorary medical s t a f f ,  o f the  Minnesota S ta te  

H ospitals fo r  th e  M entally I l l  a n d  M e n ta lly  R e ta rd e d  a s  o f  th e  d a te  o f  

adoption of t h i s  c o n s ti tu tio n  s h a ll  be considered as having th ese  appointments 

w ith f u l l  o b lig a tio n s  and r ig h ts  thereun to  p e r ta in in g .

ARTICLE V II. DENTAL STAFF

Members of th e  d e n ta l s ta f f  s h a ll  be licen sed  by th e  S ta te  of Minnesota 

fo r  the  p ra c tic e  of d e n t is t ry  in  accordance w ith th e  p rov isions o f Chapter
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150 of M innesota S ta tu te s  196 5 . They may be appointed under C iv il Serv ice 

or on a c o n tra c tu a l b a s is .  O b lig a tio n s, r ig h ts  and’ p r iv ile g e s , ca teg o rie s  

and term s of appointment s h a ll  be s im ila r  to  those  p e rta in in g  to  members

of th e  m edical s t a f f  as described  in  A rtic le  VI, S ections 3 ,  4 ,  a n d  5  h e r e in .

Method of appointment s h a ll  be s im ila r  to  A r tic le  V, S ections 2 and 6 h e re in , 

except th a t  t h e i r  appointments need not be approved by the  Governing Body.

Depending upon th e  lo c a l  by-laws and ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l

h o s p ita l ,  they  may organize sep a ra te ly  as th e  D ental S ta ff  o r to g e th e r  w ith 

th e  m edical s t a f f  as th e  Medical and D ental S ta f f .  Other ru le s  and reg u la 

tio n s ; governing t h e i r  procedures of p ra c tic e  and re la tio n sh ip s  w ith th e  

m edical s ta f f  and o th er departm ents of th e  h o sp ita l s h a ll  be determined 

lo c a l ly .

ARTICLE V III. AMENDMENTS 

Changes in  Minnesota law governing th e  Minnesota S ta te  H osp ita ls  fo r  

th e  M entally I l l  a n d  M e n ta l ly  R e ta r d e d  p o l ic y  s ta te m e n ts  a n d  a d d i t io n a l  

or- amended ru le s  and re g u la tio n s  concerning m edical and d en ta l o rg an iza tio n  

or p ra c tic e s  in  th e  Minnesota S ta te  H osp ita ls  fo r  th e  M entally I l l  a n d  

M entally Retarded issued  from th e  Governing Body s h a ll  be construed as 

amendments to  th i s  C o n stitu tio n . From tim e to  tim e th ese  A r tic le s  s h a ll  

be rev ised  so as to  inco rpo ra te  sa id  amendments.

This C o n stitu tio n  supercedes any and a l l  previous C o n stitu tio n s  fo r  

sa id  h o s p ita ls .
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Adopted t h i s  _ _ _ _ _ _  day. o f ________________, 1967 ,  in  S t .  P a u l ,  M in n e s o ta

________________________________________ Chairman
M orris Hursh, Commissioner of Public Welfare

_____________________________________ Vice-Chairman
Ove Wangensteen, A ssis tan t Commissioner

________________________________________ S ecretary
David J . V ail, M. D., Medical D irec to r

For th e  Mental Health M edical Policy  Committee*.

Chairman

This i s  a t ru e  copy. The o r ig in a l i s  on f i l e  in  th e  o ff ic e  of the 

Commissioner of Public W elfare a t the Centennial O ffice B uild ing , S t. Paul, 

M innesota.

A t t e s t :________________________________________
David J .  V ail, M. D.
Medical D irec to r 
S ec re ta ry , Governing Body
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